
REIMBURSABLE SPACE ACT AGREEMENT
BETWEEN

THE NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION
GODDARD SPACE FLIGHT CENTER

AND THE TRUSTEES OF COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK
FOR DEVELOPMENT AND OFFERING OF TEACHING ACTIVITIES.

ARTICLE 1. AUTHORITY AND PARTIES

In accordance with the National Aeronautics and Space Act (51 U.S.C. § 20113(e)), this Agreement is entered into by 
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration Goddard Space Flight Center, located at 8800 Greenbelt Road, 
Greenbelt, Maryland 20771 (hereinafter referred to as "NASA" or "NASA GSFC") and THE TRUSTEES OF 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK, Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences 
(DEES) and School of Professional Studies (SPS) located at 615 W. 131st Street, Studebaker, Third Floor, Mail Code 
8733, New York, NY 10027-7922 (hereinafter referred to as "Partner" or "CU"). NASA and Partner may be
individually referred to as a "Party" and collectively referred to as the "Parties."

ARTICLE 2. PURPOSE

NASA Goddard Institute for Space Studies (GISS) and The Trustees of Columbia University in the City of New York 
(COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY) wish to continue and strengthen existing collaboration to enhance research, training, 
and education in areas of mutual interest. The purpose of this agreement is to provide formal programming for the 
development and offering of Earth Science courses expanding the curriculum to cover specific areas addressed by 
current scientific research activities at GISS. Course offerings may be basic science surveys that benefit from abilities 
using results and insights, to state of-the-art GISS climate modeling studies, while other course offerings may be 
advanced graduate study to develop professional research expertise. These course may be offered in conjunction with 
any of the various programs at CU.

ARTICLE 3. RESPONSIBILITIES

A. N
Provide qualified civil servant scientists to teach courses developed under this agreement as part of their official duties 
at NASA GISS.

B. Partner will use reasonable efforts to:



ARTICLE 5. FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS

A. Partner agrees to reimburse NASA an estimated cost of $ ,000 for NASA to carry out its responsibilities under
this Agreement. In no event will NASA transfer any U.S. Government funds to Partner under this Agreement.

B. Payment shall be payable to the National Aeronautics and Space Administration through the NASA Shared
Services Center (NSSC) (choose one form of payment):



ARTICLE 7. NONEXCLUSIVITY

This Agreement is not exclusive; accordingly, NASA may enter into similar agreements for the same or similar purpose 
with other private or public entities.

ARTICLE 8. LIABILITY

Partner hereby waives any claims against NASA or one or more of its Related Entities for any injury to, or death
of, Partner or one or more of its Related Entities, or for damage to, or loss of, Partner’s property or the property of its
Related Entities, arising from or related to activities conducted under this Agreement, whether such injury, death,
damage, or loss arises through negligence or otherwise, except in the case of willful misconduct. For purposes of this
Agreement, “Related Entities” shall mean contractors and subcontractors of a Party at any tier; grantees, investigators,
customers, and users of a Party at any tier and their contractors or subcontractor at any tier; or, employees of the Party
or any of the foregoing.

Partner further agrees to extend this unilateral waiver to its related entities by requiring them, by contract or
otherwise, to waive all claims against NASA and its Related Entities for injury, death, damage, or loss arising from or
related to activities conducted under this Agreement. In the event the U.S. Government incurs any liability based upon
Partner’s failure to provide for the waiver by Partner’s Related Entities set out above, Partner agrees to indemnify and
hold the U.S. Government harmless against such liability, including costs and expenses incurred by the U.S.
Government in defending against any suit or claim for liability by Partner’s Related Entities.

In the event U.S. Government property is damaged as a result of activities conducted under this Agreement, except
in the case of gross negligence or willful misconduct by NASA, Partner shall be solely responsible for the repair and
restoration of such property subject to NASA direction.

Notwithstanding the other provisions of this Article, the waiver of liability set forth in this section shall not be
applicable to:
i. Claims between Partner and its own Related Entity or between its own Related Entities; 
ii. Claims made by a



ARTICLE 11. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS - INVENTION AND PATENT RIGHTS

“Related Entity” as used in this Invention and Patent Rights Article means a contractor, subcontractor, grantee, or
other entity having a legal relationship with NASA or Partner assigned, tasked, or contracted with to perform
activities under this Agreement.

The invention and patent rights herein apply to employees and Related Entities of Partner. Partner shall ensure
that its employees and Related Entity employees know about and are bound by the obligations under this Article.

NASA has determined that 51 U.S.C. § 20135(b) does not apply to this Agreement. Therefore, title to inventions
made (conceived or first actually reduced to practice) under this Agreement remain with the respective inventing
party(ies). No invention or patent rights are exchanged or granted under this Agreement. NASA and Partner will use
reasonable efforts to report inventions made jointly by their employees (including employees of their Related
Entities). The Parties will consult and agree on the responsibilities and actions to establish and maintain patent
protection for joint invention, and on the terms and conditions of any license or other rights exchanged or granted
between them.

ARTICLE 12. USE OF NASA NAME AND NASA EMBLEMS

A. NASA Name and Initials Partner shall not use “National Aeronautics and Space Administration” or
“NASA” in a way that creates the impression that a product or service has the authorization, support, sponsorship, or
endorsement of NASA, which does not, in fact, exist. Except for releases under the “Release of General Information
to the Public and Media” Article, Partner must submit any proposed public use of the NASA name or initials
(including press releases and all promotional and advertising use) to the NASA Associate Administrator for the
Office of Communications or designee (“NASA Communications”) for review and approval. Approval by NASA
Office of Communications shall be based on applicable law and policy governing the use of the NASA name and
initials.

B. NASA Emblems Use of NASA emblems (i.e., NASA Seal, NASA Insignia, NASA logotype, NASA Program
Identifiers, and the NASA Flag) is governed by 14 C.F.R. Part 1221. Partner must submit any proposed use of the
emblems to NASA Communications for review and approval.

ARTICLE 13. RELEASE OF GENERAL INFORMATION TO THE PUBLIC AND MEDIA



ARTICLE 16. COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS AND REGULATIONS

A. The Parties shall comply with all applicable laws and regulations including, but not limited to, safety; security;
export control; environmental; and suspension and debarment laws and regulations. Access by a Partner to NASA
facilities or property, or to a NASA Information Technology (IT) system or application, is contingent upon
compliance with NASA security and safety policies and guidelines including, but not limited to, standards on
badging, credentials, and facility and IT system/application access, including use of Interconnection Security
Agreements (ISAs), when applicable.

B. With respect to any export control requirements:
1. The Parties will comply with all U.S. export control laws and regulations, including the International Traffic in
Arms Regulations (ITAR), 22 C.F.R. Parts 120 through 130, and the Export Administration Regulations (EAR), 15
C.F.R. Parts 730 through 799, in performing work under this Agreement or any Annex to this Agreement. In the
absence of available license exemptions or exceptions, the Partner shall be responsible for obtaining the appropriate
licenses or other approvals, if required, for exports of hardware, technical data and software, or for the provision of
technical assistance.
2. The Partner shall be responsible for obtaining export licenses, if required, before utilizing foreign persons in the

performance of work under this Agreement or any Annex under this Agreement, including instances where the work
is to be performed on-site at NASA and where the foreign person will have access to export-controlled technical data
or software. 3. The Partner will be responsible for all regulatory record-keeping requirements associated with the use
of licenses and license exemptions or exceptions. 4. The Partner will be responsible for ensuring that the provisions
of this Article apply to its Related Entities.

C. With respect to suspension and debarment



ARTICLE 20. POINTS OF CONTACT

The following personnel are designated as the Points of Contact between the Parties in the performance of this 
Agreement.

Management Points of Contact
NASA Goddard Space Flight Center
Dalia Kirschbaum
Director, Earth Sciences Division Mail 
Stop: 610
8800 Greenbelt Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20771 Phone: 
301-614-5810
dalia.b.kirschbaum@nasa.gov

THE TRUSTEES OF COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY IN 
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences
(DEES) and School of Professional Studies (SPS)

Technical Points of Contact

NASA Goddard Space Flight Center
Gavin Schmidt
Director, Goddard Institute for Space Studies
Mail Suite: 611

Phone: 212-749-0006
gavin.a.schmidt@nasa.gov

THE TRUSTEES OF COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY IN 
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences
(DEES) and School of Professional Studies (SPS)



ARTICLE 24. APPLICABLE LAW

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE
ADMINISTRATION
GODDARD SPACE FLIGHT CENTER

BY:___________________________
Christa Peters Lidard
Director of Sciences and Exploration

DATE:_________________________

THE TRUSTEES OF COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY IN 
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF EARTH AND
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES (DEES) AND
SCHOOL OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES (SPS)

BY:___________________________
Hugh Horowitz
AVP, Procurement Services

DATE:_________________________

________ Digitally signed by 
Hugh A. Horowitz 
Location: AVP, 
Procurement Services 
Date: 2024.07.10 
11:57:42 -04'00'


	DATE: 11 July 2024
	BY_2: 
	DATE_2: 
		2024-07-11T12:26:01-0400
	CHRISTA PETERS-LIDARD




