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CITY OF CLEVELAND 

DEPAR'IMFli T OF LAW 

November 26, 1940. 

John F. Victory, Seo 17." 
National Advisory Comittee for Aeronautics, 
Navy .Buliding, 
Washington, n. c. 

Dear Kr. Victoryi-

In accordance with our teleJhme conversation laat Saturday 
afterno~, I beg to report the situation as it now stands. 

Last night the Council passed the ordinance in the form agreed 
upon in Wahington. This morning the Board of Control held a special meeting 
an.d adapted the resolution in the form agreed upon in Washington. The Title 
Company has examined the Deed, approwd its -form and is holding the same for 
tiling. Said company has issued its certificate that the original is being 
held for filing and that two true copies have been handed to me for tranemissim 
to you. The foregoing should cooiplete all of the formal matters. 

For transmission to the Department or Justice, you will need the 
folloiring papers: 

1 - Certified copy- of Council Resolution No. 2003-40. 
{You have this in your possession). 

2 - Certified copy of Board or Control Dissolution No. 1967-40, 
together w1 th waiver or notice of special meeting. 
{These papers are in your possession). 

J - Preliminary Report of the Title Company shORing title 
good in the City of Cle'98land. {You have two copies 
of this report in your possession). 

4 - Letter Report bringing said Preliminary Report up to date 
and showing that there is no change in the condition or 
the title since said Preliminary Report. 
(Two signed copies thereof are enclosed herewith). 

5 - Certified copy of Ordinance No. 20.lk-40, passed by the 
Cmmcil on Noveni>er 25, 1940. 
(Three certified copies enclosed herewith). 

6 ,- Certified copy of Board of Control Resolution No. 2005-40, 
adopted at a special meeting held on November 26, 1940. 
(Three certified copies of the resolution and signed copies 
of the wai"8r or notice of the special meeting are enclosed 
herewith). 
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7. Copy of the official deed from the City to the United 
States of America. 
(Two copies thereof', together with a certificate from 
the Title Canpany are enclosed herewith). 

If you desire any other or additional copies of the foregoing or 
or any other documents, please call upon us for the same. 

It has been a distinct pleasure to work with you during the last 
five weeks, and I hope that we shall have the pleasure or continuing our 
relations in the future. 

Cordially yours, 

/a/ Henry s. Brainard, 
nt.rector ot Law. 

HSBiIC. 
Encl. 

NO'l'E: Copy ot letter to llr. Kc1looald is enclosed. 

H.S.B. 
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Mr. Tl0Wr'7l-

Mr. Brainarcl ai� laid tha oricbal oopy of the 

propoaeA Or4inana, bilt enolo�e4 the OOP7 \hereof 1n Mr. 

McDonald'• anlope. 

/1/ hene G. Oa�hman 
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4 Rmll QJ gpotv,191 
Authorizing and dt,11ecrUng the Ma,or to coc,tlnue negotiations 
vi th and to .grant an option to \ be Unite¢ Stat~e of .America 
for ,a .site _for a proposed .AsronauUcal leeeai"ch Laboratory. · 

Mr. W••-:, Linlcle & l'ucell 

~ _ on or about the 21st day of' August. 1939 thh Council 

adopted ResoluUJon llo. 1460-39, authorizing the Mayor and the Commissioner of 

Airplane Landi~g "to take the necessary steps and ·to enlist the d!eei:ted aid in 

presenting" to the U~tional Advisory Committee for AeronauUes 11 the advantages 

offered by Cleveland" for the ere~tion of t~ proposed Aeronautical Research 

Laboratory; and 

1'lmEAS1 ort or l\bout the 21st day of October, 1940 this Council 

adopt•ed Reaolution No. 1859-40, specifically authorizing and -directing the Mayor 

to er1ter into negotiAtions with and to gr!e'_nt an. option or options to the United 

St~tes of America for a site for ~ proposed Aeronautiea.1 RPseP.rch Labor"ltory; and 

llllEB.EAS, pursuant to the terego:lng such negOtiati:ons have been 

conducted,and •the terms and conditions here,tof'ore '-lUthorized in Resolution No. 

ll-859-40 a.re not wholly e.cceptq,ble to t.he United States of America; and 

\ffll!lRF,AS, lt is h .bw desired to tender, undet- sUghtly Chl:'.nged conditions 1 

a definite pqrcel of lAnd to be considered by the United St'ltes of .Amcrle11 as 

B site for such pI"oposed. laboratory. which pr>rcel lies at the northwest eorner 

of' the Clevelend Municip':'1 Airport. adj,:icent to the Boeky River ie9ervat1on 

of the Olovelqnd Metropoliten ~qrk :Boqrd, 1s i:t p<>rt of the land Pcquired for the J 
protecUon of the approAches to se id Airport '-l?ld contidns iapprorlmiately two 

hundred (200) ecres; end 

WltER-EAS, becpuse of the benefits which would inure to the City .of 

Clevelend., iU Municip~l A,.r~port ~ the_e_om1mlrdty i:n ~ neril, the Jetty desires 

to off.er the specific p"\rcel hereitt~:f'ter described, 'lt the nomfnal price of 



1'ive Hundred Doll~rs ($500.00) therefor.; "Ind 

WHD!AS, this resolution cons ti tutos ll!n envr gency in that the s0 me 

provides for the immediate preservation of public J)ropertT and s"'fety "!nd tbe 

usual ddly oper,i.tion of -S! municip!,11 dep!ltrtment; now, therefore, 

:BE, IT ID:SOLVED BY THE, COUNCIL OF 'rBE CIT'Y Q,J' CLEVELAND·: 

Secti·on 1. 'l'hJ:>t the MPyor be ~nd he hereby ls ~uthorhed and diree, t­

ed to negothte further_ with the United StAtes of America for purposes of se,~ur­

ing the loc~.tion of s• id proposed Aerone.utic11l Rese .. rch ~boretory on the si te 

hereinP..tter described, ~nd to do •11 things necess'irY And proper to a.ttain th::. s 

end. 

Section 2. In furtherAnce of sdd purpose the M.-!i_yor is hereb7 

authorized to gre.nt, in conside:r,ition of One Dollar ($1.00), an option to the 

United Ste.tes of Allle:rice. to purch~se the following described premises• to-wit; 

SitURted in the VUhge ot l3rooltp11rk, County of Ouy:f.lho~ 'ind 
State of Ohio end known !,IB being Pl!.l'ts of Lots Nos. 1 <1nd 2 in 
Section No. 21, a part of Lot llo. I in Section No, 22 !>.nd p1;1rts of 
Lota Nos. 5 and G in 'Section No. 20 in Origin'!tl Middleburgh Town­
ship Lots ~~d bounded ~nd described ~s follows:• 

Beginning on the Westerly Une of nid Lot No. 1, Section No. 
32, at the Southwesterly corner or the P"'rcel of l'!nd conveyed by 
L, Virginia L'1.tldphe.1r to the City of Clevel~nd by deed recorded in 
Volume 3314, P .. ge 499 of Cuyahoga County Records of Deeds; thence 
North o• 56 1 1811 East Pllong the Wegterly line of Lot B'o; 1, Section 
No. 22, ~net along the W'P-sterly line or M.id Lot No. 2, ~ction No. 
21, 1819.83 feet; thence No:rth 0° 00 1 53" West 31.00 feet~ thence 
Soutll 45c 5011 45" El'\st 51. 11 teet; thence South 82° 50 1 45" East 
583.05 feet; thence lfo,rth 6° 48 '1 00" E'ist 504.80 feet; thence South 

28 11 58° 19 1 Vest 220.91 feet; thence North 87e 34 1 41" \feat 331.30 
feet; thenoe North 46:> 42 1 54" West 118.14 feet; thence lrlorth 11 ~ 

33 11 57 11 13 1 lleat 133.56 teet~ thence Borth 60° 36 1 East 118,21 feet; 
thence North 7° 321 4211 W'eat 152.32 feet; thence North z-,• 29 1 42" 

... a-
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West 2n;,.s2 tee,t; to the Westerly hme, of s111 'id! Lot Jo. 2, Section 
53 11 No. 21 ,; thence liorth 0° 00 1 ~est J\long t 'he 1festerl1' Une of 

SAid Lot Bo. 2, SeeUon Jo,. 2l :, 41.63 teat; thence llortn 86° 57 1 

3411 Zest 23'7',.54 tee,t; thence North 0° 49 '' ,35" EA.St 208 •. 02 feet; 
39 11 thence ?fo:rttl 17° 39,, West, 234,.03 feet; thence llort.h 58° 25'' 

0411 fe1t 198.62 feet to the lfeste,rly Une of Lot Bo. 1,. ,Section 
No. 21: thAnce Jorth o0 

108' 31 11 ,East !!long the YesterlJ line of 
,Lot lo,. 1, S'ectton Jo~ 21, 490 1 .00 feet; thence Borth 101> 38 1 13" 
Ee-.11.t 184.14 f'eet; thence South 79° 36' 4Q'1t· 'E111'Bt, 244.00 :teet ; thencE:; 

1 1 Jo~h 14° 38 1 :n • 'West 458. •.J,j feet; thence Nc,rta 17° 4:3 ,I, 3511 . 

iEes 't 124.92 f'let;. t ,heince iB'ol'tlil 4° 57t U3,11 We,s,t: 150.56 feet.,; thence 
,lo:rth 82:0 '07 '' 57u East a7'1.6l feet; thence Borth 60° -49,·,, 19 11 E11 s·~ 7 

1325.'63 feet; thEtnce• North 6S 0 23' ' ,26"' ~st 329.,,59 feet; the,n_c,e 
lorth 82(1 17' 44" !fl.st 6~l.9'8' feet: thance South 86°' 46' 44" 
~at tif>11.9Ei feet; ~hence Seuth, '8B 0 06 1 13 11' '14.et 151.0S feet; 
thence North 180° 37· 1 50" E8_e,'t 202 .• '.?O fep,t; thence 1'.ertb. ,55,0 09 1 

43tt Ea.d 152.30 .feet,,; t ,be,nce North 47" 11 '' 261 E'ast 129.'50,· feet; 
111 ·t:fience lorth 63" 08 ,, 4?'1 last :318.42 feet : thence Bo.r\:b: '52° 07 1 

•• Zast 91,. ,21 f'eet; thence, Borth 48w 3S 1 05 11' l!Jq,et 002~.GG feet; 
0 thence Worth '71 ° S'3,11 54 11 ES!st 139.14, feet 1r thence lort'n 82, 19 1 

01 1 East 183.22 feet; theno,e Borth 42° 09 1' 15,1 E~.st 90.27 feet• to 
1the Southerly Une of iroolt:p"lrk Reed; thence, South 71 ° 119' 36 "' Ea.st 

8,7,.03 feet ,to a pol-nt of ruune; Uience along the, arc of I\ circle 
defieeting to the l.elt 333 ... i? feet, vh1ch ts !'1.leo the Southerq 
'line .et Brookp~•rk ro"ld, --nd whose redlu1 h 1005.;3? feet Jind whose 
eho.rd bears South. 81 ° 19 ,,, 541t, •s~ ,002. 104 feet; 'thence lfo!!t:h 
89°' 09 r 48"' l~;st, RLio~ t.he Southetl.7 ltne of .:Brool(J)erk Ror->d! .200 
feetc thence .South 65 53 1 01'" Vest 494.94 feet to a po1ut t'n the 
Southeasterly line, t:I the proposed mew' ')1'4l1'ton llo8~t thence South 
42° 3S 1 14" West 214,.'94 feet J31,eng, siaid Southe1:1aterly line of the 

1new Gra7ton Bo~d to~ point of curve; thence South 36° 521 48" 
West 4264. ,23, teet to 81 point OZli the Ee.eterl7 line ,of sA_id proposed 
GrE1yton Ro<>d; thence South_erly l'llong tne Ep,eterly Une of the 
proposed Grayto-n RQad, which II! the ~re of e. circle deflecUng to 
the ,r ,ight, 259.32, t ,eet vho~e ra.dius l.a 539.0G feet .. nd whose chord 
be~rs South 13° lB '' lE1 11' West 358.M feet t ,o a. po,1nt of re"V'erse, 
'C'\U"Tature on the e~aterly line of s~ id! Gr13Tton Ro,.,,d; thence South-?rly 
~long the Easterly Une of' s,.ld Gtayton llo$'1Jd wh'lch ls the ~r,c o.t a 
cir-cle deflecting to the I ,eft 187.52 feet find! whose radlua is 162.33 
feet i'tnd whose chord be~rE! South 6° 03' 26,lt E .. st 177.27 feet to a 
poin,t of C"Ompound mu•v11ture 1n the tforthe'tstP.rl'y U.ne of Ced'lr 
Point S:oad.,; thence Souttl 50° '$,lJl I OQ 'if West G01 teet to the South­
westerly ltne ot SP.id OedRr Joint llo,,i.d;, thence ,So'1t1ie.~urterly qlong 
the a.Pc ot a circle def'leet lng to the right 1thlch 7 1~s ~lso the 
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Southwesterly line of Ced9r Point RoJ:ld e. diat<1nce of 190.06 feet 
~nd whose r~.diue is lll~.28 f€lc~ ':Ind whose chord be,-_re South 34° 
1~ 1 21" E<>st 189,83 feet to " po i nt of t .. ngency; thence South 29° 
23•1

' 41 '" :z,,st A.long the Southwesterly line of Cedar Point Ro,:.d 
136.48 feet to ~- point of' curve: thence Southelisterly ~.long the 'ire 
of a circle deflecting to the left which is 'ilso the South­
westerly line of Oeder -Point B.o.,d a. diBt~.nce of 449.55 feet whose 
rndius is 1176.28 feet B.nd whose chord be ... rs South 40° 20 1 36" 
E~st 446.82 feet; thence South o• 17 1 04" West 901.05 feet to 
the Southerly line of' land e.s conveyed by s .. id LandphAir to the 
City of Clev<'l<>nd ,:i:s liforesaid which point is distant 600 feet 
Westerly from :the Westerly- line of Grayton Road "!.B MM.sured along 
said Southerly line of s"'id l.,_nd as conveyed to the City of' · 

56 11 Cleveland: thence North 89° 42 1 West along the South.,rly line 
of land so conve7ed to the Oity of OlP-vPl .. nd 1387.92 feet to the 
place of beginning; containing 199.696 Acres, be the s~me more or 
less, but subject to All leg~l highw~s. 

The consider,._tion for said s.,le ,md convey,mce shdl be the sum of 

Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) e.nd othPr valuable consider~tions, including the 

benefits and advqnt~ges which will inure to the City of OlPVPl,.nd by re,.son • 

of the est~.blishment by the Government on s~dc1. premises of 'ill A1rpl4ne Engine 

B.ese'!rch Labor~tory. S4id option rn~y be for an initii1l pt>riod of ninety (90) 

days, and may be rene~ed, if necessJ:lry, for .. n additional ninety (90) day 

period. Sdd option shBll contP.in provisions s~tisfactorr to the Attorney 

0-enere.l ot the United Ste.tea im.d to the Director of L!J.'W of the City of 

Cleveland• concerning the evidencing of Ii fee simple title free And cle"'r of 

all incumbrance.s wh~tsoever. St>id option shall 9.leo provide th'it in the event 

of' the exer~ise thereof, the deed from the 01ty to the United St~tes of Ame r ica 

shall contAin subst'inthlly the following coven"l.llts running with the l !'lnd : 

(A) Thll>.t the City will not erect, nor permit to be erected, 'inf 

structure or structures on the 01Pvehnd Municip<>l Airport th"'t will interfere 
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tlum. goftl".nment~l. e.eronctutioal reee~rch; tnclwU~ the 1oonst,~tton 1111.hd 

eq,d:pment of ~ Alrpl!:i.ne Entrine &ee~_rch J.-.,bor!!.',tory; 

( C) .!'he:t, .no buUtUn,:e or et rueturee. eh" il..1 be e·rected ot con,stncted 

on the lFi.M; to be conve,ed which wUl int·erfere with the· use ot the Cleve hn,~ 

Munlctpd Airport. 

SE"cthn 3. rh,it this 'l'eeolut1on ts hereby ~ecl"'rcd to be l;lft emergency 

. 
membere elected tG councn, it eht>ll t ,0 ke effect !'tna be in force il!P'!l.edt.,tely 

!Sl3'1W 
B'o'Yembet . 14, 19,40 
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